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Our New Library

It is unknawn why this particular theme was
chosen for the panes. The preservtion of these
windows is an important phase of the current
library project as they are a vital part of the
building heritage.

The columns present throughout the main floor
today are original from 1907, The decorative
capitals at the top of the columns and crests were
originally gold, with coloured details. During

the renovation that took place in the 1880s, the
columns and crests were whitewashed to look
more neutral. The second floor crests and refief
along the walls and windows were retouched in
their original colours, These artistic details are also
being carefully preserved.

The Renovation Plan during the fall of 2017, the
mast significant library renovations began in ear-
nest. Priorities of this major project include the
following: Providing inspirational study and
learning spaces for both quiet individual study and
rooms for group work, Increasing seating capacity
and access to electrical outlets, (the goal is to
create 60% more places to sit, and increase
electrical outlets by 40%-allowing students to
charge their devices). Designing teaching and
flexible collaborative spaces thereby improving the
student experience. An Information Literacy Lab
will be added to help librarians teach students how
to navi library when doing h.
Upgrading library infrastructure and ventilation
systems: better airflow and lighting is a must as

conditions.
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The library opened in 1907 as part of McGill
University, Macdonald campus. Two-hundred and
fifteen students studied on-site at the time, paying
$3.25 per week if they chose to live in residence.

In 1911, the Macdonald library boasted “one of
the finest college libraries in Canada” with an
aesthetically pleasing reading room and space for
all interested in studying and reading. Although the
collection focused primarity on textbooks and refer-
ance books, there was a collection of the 'greatest

ists' and ! ials. Due to a lack of
funding for novels that year, the resourceful group
decided to start an annual tradition — every gradu-
ate would donate a book of fiction upon leaving.

By 1962, an expansion was in order having
outgrown the space for the increasing number of
books and services available to students. Among
the most notable changes - the north side of the
ground floor saw large windows added letting in
much more daylight.

John Abbott College opened its doors in 1971

in Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, sharing the library
space. JAC Media Services officially started that
year as well but wera not located in the current
library right away. Then known as the AV, Centre,
the department was located on the second floor
of Herzberg building, then in Stewart Hall, where
Human Resources is located teday, and back to
Herzberg, where Shipping/Receiving is today. The
Macdonald library moved to McGill's

Barton butlding in 1979 allowing Media Services to
claim their permanent home in the library building
where once was an assembly hall and Casavant
Fréres organ on the second floor,

The fully integrated library and media services
became the heart of the college campus. J.C.
Spence & Sons Glass Artworks est. Montreal 1856
manufactured the painted glass windows on the
ground and second floors of the library. It is not
known what year the windows were installed, but
corespondence between the manufacturer.

Renevations are
on their way.

Up ling lirary infrast

ture and lati better airflow and

lighting is a must as conditions in the summer are hot and humid, which

is uncomfortable for users and can damage the book collection. Improved
lighting will ensure an optimal studying/reading environment. Enhancing
technological infrastructure, giving access to relevant, current technology.
Conselidating operational units within the library such as a tutoring hub, with
the following services working together: Peer Tutoring Centre, English Writing
Centre and Centre d'aide en francais. To have all three in close proximity will
allow students direct access to either language or subject specific tutoring.

Upgrading library ture and better airflow and
Highting is a must as conditions i the summer are hot and humid, which

s uncomfortable for users and can damage the book collection. Improved
lighting will ensure an optimal studying/reading envirenme nt, Enhancing
technolegical infrastructure, giving access to relevant, current technology.
Consclidating operational units within the library such as a tutoring hub, with
the following services working together: Peer Tutoring Centre, English Writing
Centre and Centre d'aide en frangais, To have all three in close proximity will
allow students direct access to either language or subject specific tutoring.

Despite all these changes and improvements, the beautiful ceilings, the
woodwork and the stained glass windows will shine brightly. Macdonald
architects, Hutchison, Wood and Miller, took place from 1907 to 1908. The
main floor windows feature the coats of ams of Canadian provinces as well
as the emblems of several universities including McGill and Laval.

Source: htt
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Are you volunteering your time for a good cause?
Are you a member of a social club or a sport
team? Then you are the right candidate for the
Student Involvement Recognition Program.

Since January 2008, John Abbott College in
collaboration with the Ministry of Education has
been offering an opportunity for you to add to
your transcript and personal portfolio. The Student
Involvement Recognition (SIR) is noted on your
college transcript and can be used to show your
to university admissions and on
scholarship applications. You will also be awarded
a certificate that can be added to your personal
portfolio when applying to future employers.

difference you make!

Activities that improve the quality of life of a community and help develop cit-
izenship, For example, be a member of an environmental club, run a peace
week, organize a fund-raising campaign, help with alcohol awareness, be a

hospital or youth center volunteer etc.

Creation, performance, organization or exhibition activities that enrich cultur-
al life. For example, be part of a theatre, dance, comedy or musical group.
Organize an art or photography exhibition, work with LOCUS ete.

This recognition acknowledges the volunteer work you do during your time as
a college student and can be for involvement in the school, in the community
or even in another country. By being involved, you are enriching your life as
well as the lives of others. You're developing values, skills and competencies
to complement your academic achievements, Why not get recognized for the

How to

Apply.

The main goal of the Student Activities Depart-
ment is to provide opportunities for students to
develop valuable life skills. This is done by cre-
ating a safe environment for them to strengthen
their communication and leadership skills and
problem-solving abilities. Student Committees or-
ganize a Student Debate, a Model United Nations
Conference, Winter Carnival, Multicultural Week
and Homophobia Awareness Day with advice from

students who are athletes, coaches or members of
sports committees, For example, be a member of
an Intercollegiate team, Intramural team, Outdoor
Adventure Club or participate in an individual sport
outside the college. Organize sporting events such
as a tournament or league etc.

Science Related Activities, scientific or technical
activities invalving research, experimentation or
popul ion. For | llab ona
science journal, be a member of a math, physics
or chemistry tutorial group, participate in science
competitions or in a science symposium ete,

Academic Related Activities, activities that relate
to a student’s program of study and career plan.
For example, provide tutoring through the Aca-
demic Success Centre or any Academic Depart-
ment within the college, organize seminars or
ksh for related j elc.

Palitical Activities, defend the rights and interests
of students or other social groups and by par-
ticipating in discussions of internal, national and

members of the Student Activities Dep:

The student government, student newspaper, stu-
dent radio station and over 30 student clubs thrive
on campus with the participation of approximately
1,500 students who learn practical skills and de-
velop lifelong friendships. Many fun activities are
also organized to help reduce stress for students.
Entrepreneurial Activities

Business projects such as participating in an
Entrepi ial Club, i ting a business
project or plan that enhances the quality of stu-
dent life etc. Sport Activities, activities that involve

issues. For example, be an active
member of Amnesty International, the Student
Union (SUJAC) or volunteer as a political cam-
paign manager.

You must meet 4 compulsory criteria to obtain
your SIR mention:

Be involved with your activity for a minimum of

60 hours per semester. I some cases, it may be
extended to two semesters.Be a full-time student
during the period of involvement. Be academically
successful during the semester when the activity
takes place. You must not obtain any form of com-
pensation for your invelvement and the activity.

Source: http/fwww.johnabbott.ge.ca'student-life/si
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