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 For two decades, Jeannette Walls hid her roots from the world. 
Now she tells her own story in The Glass Castle, a moving memoir illustrating 
how the unconditional love from an unusual, dysfunctional and vibrant family 
can triumph above all. 
 Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals were unconventional 
from most. It was both a curse and a blessing. Jeannette’s father, Rex Walls, was 
his best when he was sober; charismatic and brilliant, he captured his children’s 
imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life 
fearlessly. However, when he drank, disaster and dishonesty wasn’t far behind. 
While her mother Rose Mary was an artist, she was also a free spirit, who wasn’t 
set on carrying the responsibility of raising a family. 
 Although Jeanette’s childhood mainly consisted of moving between small 
desolate towns and camping out in the wilderness, several family issues escalate, 
leaving Jeannette and her siblings to fend for themselves. As they grew into adults, 
supporting each other as best as they can, together they endured their parents’ 
betrayals and, eventually found their way to leave home. The Glass Castle is truly 
beautiful, a lively story of unconditional family love that drove the author to pave 
her own way towards a successful life.

“The Glass Castle 
is nothing short of 

spectacular.”
— Enterainment Weekly

PRAISE  FOR THE GLASS  CASTLE

“You’ll root for the Walls family.” —Newsweek

JEANNET TE WALLS 
graduated from Barnard College 
and soon later worked as a journalist 
in New York for the newspaper, The 
Phoenix. Her memoir, The Glass 
Castle, has been a New York Times 
bestseller for more than six years. 
She is also the author of other New 
York Times bestseller books such 
as The Silver Star and Half Broke 
Horses. Today, she currently lives in 
rural Virginia with her husband and 
writer John Taylor.

“Walls writes with clarity and feeling; it’s her deep respect 
that infuses this astonishing story with grace.” 

—Tampa Tribune

“The Glass Castle will at times exhaust you, occasionally 
fill you with fury, and finally leave you in slack-jawed 

wonderment.” —National Review Online
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