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L ike the Montreal Mural Festival or Pow! Wow! Street Festival. To

e this? Montreal has a huge emphasis on the arts and street

naller scale i would love to be commissioned to paint a mural
¢ to be walking downtown one day with my kids and say “Hey
e canvas that is the city of Montreal would be a dream come
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15 minutes With Alex Wheeler ’

In this article we caught up with Alex Wheeler, a young graphic designer from Montreal,

Quebec who, on the side, works on street art, lettering and graffiti. We had the chance to \ :
sit down and talk to him about street art, the urban art movement and his hopes for his e double meaning of
work in that domain.

Q: Can you tell us a little about yourself?

A: | am a 23 year old graphic designer from Rigaud,
Quebec. | dabbled with graphic design in high school and
then went into the Graphic design program at John Abbott
College. When i started the program it was called (PDHT).
Graphic design has always been a passion for me but I've
always been very into street art and graffiti. | am currently
working for (COMNAY NAME). | do a lot of posters and
ads for various companies. If ever you are in the downtown
Montreal area you might spot a billboard poster i did for
La Belle et La Boeuf. Another good place to spot my work
is Beta Bloque where i design most of their pamphlets,
posters and promotional ads.
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Q:How did you get into graffiti/street art?

A: | was never a very good at what you would call conven-
tional drawing. | couldn’t draw very realistic images. But

i loved to draw. So i started doodling. Soon my doodles
all followed a certain style that is now very apparent in my
work that you see today. Very grungy almost alien crea-
tures make up a lot of my pieces. For the graffiti aspect

i was always interested in graffiti. | got into on the wrong
foot however. When i was younger i decided to go out and
tag a building near my house. | got caught by a cop just
on a patrol. This run in turned me off to the actual spray ' J
painting graffiti on walls so i turned to pen and paper. Af- AVEZ-VOUS AIME VOTRE VISITE? LA BELLE ET LE l_‘__"l-_l_[
ter that whenever i went downtown i would take photos of BOEUF VEUT SAVOIR GOMMENT VOUS DONNEZ Tleur';!;u
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the pieces or tags that i say and when i got home i would LA MEILLEURE EXPERIENCE POSSIBLE.
try to recreate them in my sketchbook. Started selling my
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paint on a few smaller walls around my near my hometown
but nothing major yet.
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